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Preface

Please find the biennial report 2015-2016 of Stichting Rugvin (Rugvin foundation).
As previous years, we continued, of course, the monitoring on the Stena Line ferries,
the Hollandica and the Britannica. Again, more and more sightings were recorded.
We can conclude that the Dutch waters really become a hotspot for the harbour

porpoise!

In the Eastern Scheldt estuary we started a few new projects. After a long starting
period, we managed to open our "Studio Bruinvis", an unique installation that
provides live listening to the resident harbour porpoises simultaniously with observing
the animals in the estuary. We are very proud of this. Besides this we upscaled our
Photo ID project with annual teams that conducted research at the Eastern Scheldt
and started providing us with unigue pictures of the porpoises.

Frank Zanderink
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Organisation

The board and coordination team

in 2015 lise Belt stept down from her board member position and was followd up by
three new board members. In 2016 the board consisted of Ernst Schrijver, Nicolle van
Groningen, Eveliene Dinger, Nynke Osinga (secretary) and Frank Zanderink
(treasurer and chairman).

All Rugvin activities are conducted on a voluntary basis. Most of the volunteers were
active in one or more activity sub groups such as the Stena Line monitoring group, the
Photo ID team, social media and communication or the porpoise scan group of the
Easlern Scheldt.

But Rugvin is not only active on the water, a lot is done at home or office behind a
desk. All gathered data has to be processed for analyses andfor press releases.

Also think about all other desktop tasks as the maintannace of the website, as well as
managing Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

STICHTING RUGVIN
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The Rugvin team 2015 - 2016

In Spring 2016 Rugvin organised succesfully with the financial support of "Groen en
Doen” a training weekend at the Eastern Scheldt in order to professionalise the team
and increase the number of volunteers.




North Sea

Monitoring cetaceans from Stena Line ferries
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Eastern Scheldt

Photo ID

In 2005 one volunteer of Rugvin started to think about the possiblity of Photo
identification of the harbour porpoises in the Eastern Scheldt. This is a kind of
research which is quite common for dolphin or whale research, but never has been
succesfully carried out elsewhere on porpoises. We gave it a try on a low profile, but
slowly the catalogue grew and gave us the idea that photo identification of porpoises
is very well possible.

In 2015 we managed with financial support of the World Wildlife Fund to purchase a
small boat, "Zeevarken | ". For two years our team drove this rigid inflatable boat
(RIB) from Burgsluis and Zierikzee and explored the waters looking for porpoises. At
the end of 2016 more than half of the total population was catalogued!

The Photo I1D teams of 2015 and 2016 preparing for a trip on the Eastern Scheidt.
Beneath: one of the results of comparison, the same porposies in different years.




The harbour porpoise counts

Since 2009 Rugvin conducts a so called porpoise scan on an annual base. In
assistance of 8-9 vessels, their skippers and some 30 - 40 observers the whole
surface of the Eastern Scheldt estuary is scanned from West to East. Slowly the
whole fleet sails to all corners of the water by a maximum windspeed of Bft 2. See:
http./frugvin.nlfonderzoek/oosterschelde/scans.

Number of harbour porpoises sighted per year
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In the first year (2009) of the scan 37 harbour porpoises were count. This number
developed into the record of 2011 when a total of 61 animals were observed. Since
autumn 2011, a high mortality struck the Eastern Scheldt population, partly resulting
in fewer animals in the following years 2012 (42), 2013 (18 under not optimal weather
conditions) and 35 porpoises in 2014. This number has more or less stabilzed since
then, but not yet growing, with results of 29 animals in 2015 and 25 in 2016 (with no
optimal weather conditions).



Studio Bruinvis, a unigue mondial installation!

It took some years and effort, but in the summer of 2016 the buoy of Studio Bruinvis
(Studio Porpoise) and its receiver end at the jetty of Zierikzee were placed (see also
front page picture)! The first ever sound installation which makes it possbile to listen
to and watch harbour porpoises at the same time was being realised.

A big yellow buoy from Rijkswaterstaat holding the hydrophone was placed nearby
the jetty and an information pillar contained the receiver and speaker. Thus making it
possible to listen to the nearby swimming and fouraging harbour porposies by live
transmitting of the sounds from the buoy to the shore.

The process of establishing Studio Bruinvis involved also a Crowdfunding action in
order to raise enough money for this installation. This crowdfuning raised not only
enough money, but also gained a lot of publicity. From the start many people
visited the Studio by bicycle or on foot; it realy became an atlraction at the
seashore of Zierikzee.

So now, all parties who helped realizing Studio Bruinvis namely, World Wide Fund
for nature, National Park QOosterschelde, Natuurmonumenten, the municipality of
Schouwen-Duiveland, Clive Menhennet from Magrec Ltd and ourselves can be
proud of this!




Communication and media

A popular national radio programmme, "Vara's Vroege Vogels" paid attention twice
to Studio Bruinvis, SBSE Television programme "Hart van Mederland” broadcasted
a nice news item as well as BNN radio and "Omroep MAX". Local media such as
Omroep Zeeland and the "Provinciaal Zeeuwse Courant” paid many times
attention to Studio Bruinvis.

But also other activties such as the annual count of the porpoises and the actvities
of the Photo ID team are often picked up by the media.

Also short stories and articles on Rugvin activities appearad in magazines such as
Hippo Campus, Zoogdier, ZMF-magazine and others.

Mext to this news items were publsihed on several websites from nature
organisations like World Wide Fund for nature, Natuurmonumenten SOS dolfijn
efc.
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Rugvin and social media

Facebook

Rugvin started to have its own profile page on Facebook in 2011, In October 2011
the first few messages were posted after the land based scan around the Eastern
Scheldt estuary. In the second half of 2012 we started to think about how we
could make better use of this media tool and what we wanted to achieve. By
writing in an informal way and inviting people to react on our messages, we hope
to become a platform where knowledge is shared and people are enthused about
cetaceans by others. By informing and educating the public we hope to increase
the awareness of cetacean presence in Dutch waters and the need for their
conservation. We posted messages about the results of our monitoring scans on
the North Sea and the estuary on a regular basis. By the end of 2016 more than
600 people "liked" us.

Instagram

Since 2016 Rugvin is also active on
Instagram. This social medium is
meant especially for the Photo D

programme.




RUGVIN Financial report 2015 — 2016
Finances 2015
Revenues 2015
Projects € 3.170,00
Project reservations{from 2014) € 39,700,123
Bank interest € 22319
Donations £ 120,00
Crawdfunding € 10,260,00
lectures £ 0,00
Other € 0,00 +
Total revenues € 53,472,492
Expenses 2015
Projects € 13,183.25
Project reservations [into 2016) £ 39.916.80
Office costs € 37237+
Total expenses € 52,472.42
Finances 2016
Revenues 2016
Projects € 10,000,00
Project reservations{from 2015} £ 3991580
Bank interest L3 37547
Donations L 3 729,83
Lectures £ 0,00
Other £ 0,00 +
Total revenues € 51,021,110
Expenses 2016
Projects € 2892481
Project reservations (into 2017) € 21,372,90
Morth Sea Overnight stay € 498,67
Office costs £ 22472

Total expenses €51,021.10



www.rugvin.nl

Like us at Facebook and
Follow us on Twitter or
Instagram
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